We harvested our grapes last
week. When we cooked them
down, we ended up with 4 liters
(over a gallon) of
beautiful dark-purple
juice. Welch’s has
nothing on us!

But our harvest
could have been MUCH
larger. It is easy for
me to see this; all | have to do is
look at our neighbor’s grape vines
and their impending harvest...
WOW! What’s the difference? It is
clear to me that they know how to
prune. While | just let my vines
grow in their own ways, my
neighbors carefully trimmed away
excess vines and leaves, leaving

only the essentials that would di-
rectly bring light and moisture to

the developing clusters of grapes.

In the end, | ended up with
lots and lots of luscious
leaves and vines. But my

and lots of beautiful
grapes...the fruit of @
their labor in prun- |8
ing along the way.

Jesus talked about
pruning grape vines in
John 15. Branches that
don’t bear fruit get cut
off “straight away” (as our British
friends would say). Branches that
do bear fruit are pruned of excess
leaves so that more of the plant’s

neighbors ended up with lots

“So here's what | think: The best
thing you can do right now is to finish
what you started last year and not let
those good intentions grow stale. Your

heart's been in the right place all along.

You've got what it takes to finish it up,
so go to it. Once the com-
mitment is clear, you do
what you can, not what
you can't. The heart regu-
lates the hands.”

! The Message"
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* We are so grateful to God

and to you for the way so many

are choosing to support our minis-

try in prayer, emails, phone calls,

care packages and giving!
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energy goes into growing fruit.

The lesson: God is looking for
grapes, not grape leaves.

This past year of preparing for
and moving to Romania has in
many ways been a season of prun-
ing for us. We feel as if God has
cut away many things that looked
beautiful but in the end were not
__really contributing to
& true fruitfulness. It
may not feel good at
the time, but pruning
really is a GOOD
= = THING.

+ Where might God
. ¥ want to prune some

“ beautiful but unnec-
essary things from your life so that
you bear MUCH fruit (like our
neighbor’s grapes) rather a little
fruit (like ours”)?
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$ Please continue to pray
& ) for our language learning.
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